Habitat impacts or deer numbers — why
are we still having this argument?
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Epidemic?

Credit : Brian Shackleton (Scottish Mountaineering Trust).
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1993 — First
time culls

had
exceeded
recruitment

o\

By 2000 —
Deer

Populations
had risen in
70% of
Groups

2001 - DCS
switches
emphasis
onto
Impacts

Figure 3.1. Annual estimates (red dots) between 1961 and 2016 of the mean red deer \.
density (deer/km2) on open-hill ground across Scotland (SNH Review)

caorann



caorann



Copyright Neil Mcintyre

caorann



- How many deer....

., “number..

™
‘-r\,

.’ \

caorann



P

Deer I & C tion Group:
Annual Spring Counts of Red Deer (1992-2007)
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Provides data on:
Deer numbers at a population scale

*Provides data on recruitment \.
Information on trends
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Numbers of Hinds Counted 2016 b
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Current versus desired deer densities
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Winter Deer
density per sq km

Data courtesy of James Hutton Institute
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Winter Deer
density per sq km

Data courtesy of James Hutton Institute
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Setting Cull Targets

The process of setting targets
will require information on:

3 Setting Objectives
+ Analysis of audit
+ Ideal objectives

e g + Constraints and limiting
factars
o + Desired and achievable
objectives
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Habitat Monitoring

« All DMGs should carry out habitat monitoring on
a systematic and regular basis

 Data is required on other herbivores present ®
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Data produced by Scottish Natural Heritage. Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right [2016]
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2015 Herbivore Impact Trend
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Commitment, Resources & Communication
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Epidemic?

L4 Deer on Creag Leacach

Z N
<« ) vimeo.com

e
Host videos v Watch v n Demand v

N
“p» -
B 5
UL ES e - o A

reag Leacach - December 2nd, 2016
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Credit : Brian Shackleton (Scottish Mountaineering Trust).
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